WELCOME ADDRESS & PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

67TH ANNUAL DAY

     Chief guest of the evening Gen VK Singh, PVSM, AVSM, YSM, ADC; Mrs. Bharti Singh, President AWWA, members of School Governing Council, Old Boys, Parents, Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen and my dear students.  It is with a great deal of pleasure that I welcome you all this evening to the 67th Annual Day and Prize Giving Function of Birla Public School.  We consider ourselves privileged to have in our midst such a renowned and versatile personality as Gen VK Singh, PVSM, AVSM, YSM, ADC; an illustrious aluminous of our school.  
       I would like to say that each member of BPS family feels proud to welcome Gen VK Singh back to his alma-mater.  He last visited us during November 2006 and this is the  first visit by a COAS to the school who is also our old boy which makes the occasion a special and joyous one.   We are proud to welcome a fine sportsman and a distinguished soldier.  Indeed Sir each one of us is proud of your achievements.  Ladies & gentlemen I shall now present the school report.
     Your presence this evening ladies and gentlemen is a tribute to education and schools in particular, that is as it should be, because it is schools that are shaping the future.  Our school has great heritage and illustrious past which means responsibility to the present and the future.  The Annual Day is an auspicious occasion and the most important function of the school.  On this day we not only welcome the guests and parents but also our old student members of VINOBA we reward our talented students for their achievements in academics, games and extra curricular activities.  In this way by blending the past with the present we try to create a bright future.

     Today we pay homage to our great patriarch late Shri GD Birla whose soul continues to guide and inspire us.  Our school Motto Shraddha, Gyan, Karam is our guiding philosophy which propels us towards a meaningful future.  The school is now making tremendous progress under the dynamic leadership of Syt BK Birla, Smt (Dr) Sarala Birla, Syt SK Birla and Birla Education Trust.  We believe in academic excellence as well as all round development of personality but changing times dictate that we give more emphasis to the former without ignoring the latter because the quality of a school is now judged by the quality of results.  With this background I shall now take up each facet of our activity very briefly one by one so that we quickly move on to more interesting programmes  :-
Academic results.

This year out of 74 students who appeared in Senior Secondary examination, 68 secured 1st division and 05 secured 2nd division.  Master Sahil Jain  topped the Science stream with 94.2% marks and Master Arpit Sogani topped the Commerce stream with 96.2% marks.
     Master C. Karthik, Master Amiya Piyush and  Master Arpit Sogani of class XII got CBSE Merit Certificates.

     Master Sahil Jain (7711), Master Gurjeet Singh Johal (7707) and Master Raunak Promod (7749) were admitted to BITS Pilani in August 2010.

     The Following boys achieved overall CGPA of 10 in class X Board result  :- 
(a) Master Subham Shandilya of Katyayan House.

(b) Master Divyanshu Raj of Kanad House.

(c) Master Paras Mehandiratta of Patanjali House.

     Out of 167 boys 53 boys achieved the CGPA of 9 and above.  Overall class X average marks were 82.6%.

Academic Activities.
    Our boys participate in all activities organized within the school as well as by IPSC, NPSC, CBSE and state level organisations.  These include inter school debates, declamations, quizzes, painting and other activities.   This year our boys traveled to eight different schools to participate in academic activities and they put up a creditable performance in all of them.  I would like to make a special mention about the following :-
(a) In the All India IPSC Vidya Niketan Diamond Jubilee Memorial English Debate held in our school on 31 August 2010, our boy Master Akarsh Parakram secured fifth position out of 48 debaters and our school stood overall second.

(b) In the IPSC Science Quiz organized by BRCM Public School Bahal our team consisting of Masters Khitiz Agarwal, Ayush Mittal and Aditya Tripathi secured first position.

Personality Development of Boys.

     All round growth of boys is a core area and a value to which we are deeply committed.  Apart from our daily routine which ensures a harmonious blend of physical, mental and psychological aspects, we lay strong emphasis on games since it is in the playgrounds that the real character is formed.   We conduct all kind of activities including NDA training for our boys so that they are well informed and grow up as gentlemen.  Special training is provided to boys on voluntary basis who opt for Engineering and Medical streams and take the competitive examinations.  Morning assembly on Saturdays has enabled boys to get more chances to hone their public speaking skills.  Our system of care is a proper mix of liberal care, affectionate but firm handling and involvement in intellectual pursuits.  The output is a fine blend of humaneness and efficient citizenship testified amply by the gathering of old boys assembled in this hall today.  I wish to promise all of you that BPS shall never compromise on its core values of indianess, humaneness and an enlightened outlook.
Teachers Training.

    This has easier been a weak area.   We need to help our teachers to grow professionally and we have taken positive strides in the last few years. There is also a pressing need to arrest teacher attrition in Pilani.  Most of our teachers during the current year have undergone training workshops organized at Pilani or by other Public Schools.  There is now a plan to open a Teacher training institute in Pilani so that all teachers are trained adequately with resultant benefits for the boys.  During Oct’2010, four teachers of our school attended a workshop on Human Values at Sri Sathya Sai International Centre for Human Values at Delhi.  We wish to be a frontrunner in teacher training and career management of teachers so that Pilani attracts good talent.  

Sports and Games.

     In this area we have made considerable progress.

(a) Playgrounds.  We have a project in hand to green all playfields.  In due course by Mar’ 2011, the junior field will be totally green and thereafter we will take up the Middle Section playgrounds as a total project including laying of permanent underground sprinkling system.

(b) Coaches.  We now have coachers for Cricket, basketball, volleyball, football, taekowondo and athletics.  Games are now supervised by a team of 11 people.  

     Our teams participate in various IPSC and other inter school events and I can see gradual improvement though we need to work a lot more in this area.  I would like to mention the following  :- 
(a) This year in all boys category we won the IPSC Yoga competition at all levels that is – U-14, U-17 and U-19.
U – 14, Master Naman Sharma

U – 17, Master Kishore Kumar

U – 19, Master Pawan Kumar

     Overall best of the best Master Pawan Kumar.

(b) Three of our swimmers participated in National Aquatic Championships held at Sholapur (Maharashtra) from 11 Nov to 16 Nov 2010  :-
(i)

Master Surender Mahalawat
(U-17)
(ii)

Master Himanshu Sharma
(U-19)
(iii)

Master Sarthak Tyagi

(U-14)
(c) Three of our boys have been selected for CBSE national athletics championship to be held at Kottayam in Kerala.  Boys are  :- 

(i)    Sumit Anjana
(1500 mtr run)

(ii)   Prashant Yadav
(Triple Jump)

(iii)  Subham Raj
(3000 mtr run)

     All three won silver medals at the state level.

(d)  In Table Tennis Master Dinesh Dhaka stood second in U-19 category in IPSC meet held at Phonix School, Belgaum.
N.C.C.Training
     The school has 03 junior divisions of NCC and NCC training is an integral part of school calendar.  Our boys always excel in all NCC activities including drill.  25 Cadets alongwith Second Officer Manoj Kumar Pareek attended NCC Army Wing ATC Cam at Vrindavan from 11th to 19th October 2010.  Like every year this year also our boys performed extremely well in almost all the events and they have learnt all the basics of Army training such as Drill, Weapon training, Map reading, Firing, Field Craft and othe NCC related subjects.  Following are the results of NCC activities  :- 

1. Cross Country.  Cadet Himanshu Singh secured the first position and Cadet Rahul Nehra secured the second position.

2.  Firing Competition.  This year again we have won the Firing trophy and our cadets also secured the individual first, second and third positions.  Cadet Deepak Bhawana was adjudged as best firer and Cadet Rhul Nehra secured the second position.
3.  Debate Competition.  Cadet Himanshu Jain was declared as best debater of the junior division and was awarded gold medal.

4.  Quiz Competition.  Two of our cadets,  being the team members of Quiz Competition of junior division, have secured second position.  

5.  In the most prestigious event of the camp i.e. selection of Best Cadet, our cadet Tejasvi Saharan was declared as the overall best cadet of junior division.  

6.  Cadet Aakash Sharma secured third position in Art and Poster making competition. 

7.  This year we secured second position in cultural competition. 
School Band.
     We are committed to prepare BPS band as a national level Band.  Already we have achieved a great measure of success and we wish to gradually launch it as a challenge to all national level bands.  This year our band secured 3rd position in the IPSC band competition.

Prefectorial System.

     I am very happy to inform all present that our prefectorial system which we consolidated in 2008 is working very well.  All our prefects apart from providing leadership to the boys are also helping in smooth conduct of school activities.  They have taken upon themselves the responsibility of looking after various aspects of adminstraion.  Our school has one Environmental Prefect and a Sanitation and Cleanliness Prefect.  I compliment Master Varun Shekhar our School Captain and his team for their excellent work.

New Education Paradigms and Pedagogies.  

     There is a tremendous movement in education today, towards modern practices and systems.  Market today plays a crucial role in determining the educational systems and all stakeholders seem to be helping it along.  It has created a major challenge for teachers and the students :

(a) CCE.  Government decision to introduce Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation system in schools has thrown up fresh challenges.  I am happy to inform you that we conducted 05 workshops on this new practice and all our teachers are fully trained.  Our documentation on CCE has earned praise from all quarters.

(b) ICT in classrooms.  After a lot of deliberation we have appointed Mr. Keith Wolfson a renowned expert from Australia as a consultant for introduction of ICT in class rooms.  Gradually all our class rooms will be converted into ICT enabled class rooms and all teachers will be technology enabled to take up all ICT related tasks.  We now have a wifi enabled campus.

(c) Modern trends.  Our teachers use all techniques like collaborative learning, project methods, peer learning, demonstration method, use of ICT etc to make learning joyful and experimental.  
Tours & Excursions.  
     This year following tours were organized :- 

(a)  Class I to III   : 
Pilani  -  Chandirarh  -  Amritsar  -  Wagha Boarder & back.
(b)  Class IV & V  :    Pilani  -  Jodhpur  -  Jaisalmer  -  Bikaner & back
(c)  Class VI
      :    Pilani  -  Puduchery  & back
(d)  Class VII        :    Pilani  -  Nainital & back
(e)  Class VIII       :    Pilani  -  Koraput  & Pilani  - Mussorie & back

(f)  Class IX         :    Pilani  -  Manali  -  Rohtang,  Pilani -  Ahmedabad – Somnath – Diu 

(g)  Class XI         :   Pilani  -  Kerala  & back.

Infrastructure Development.  
   I am grateful to Syt SK Birlaji and the Birla Education Trust, Pilani who have been most gracious in helping the school grow and to enable us to fulfill expectations of our boys and the parents.  Following projects completed during the last two years are a testimony to above.

(a) Renovation of all Houses completed.

(b) New MI Room constructed.

(c) A bakery is under construction behind Katyayan House.
(d) All playfields being relaid by 2012-13.

(e) Renovation of senior school building.

(f) All campus roads relaid.

(g) Twelve staff quarters renovated.  Balance to be completed by 2011-12. (Mar’2012).

(h) Two new quarters in junior section, to improve pastoral care.

(i) Two new class rooms in Middle Section.

(j) School now has 150 computers.  We wish to go upto 300 by Mar’2012.  All HODs and staff rooms now have net connectivity.

(k) All messes renovated and to be air cooled by Mar’2011.

Future Projects.  
     In keeping with current trends we have following plans for which resources are not going to be any constraint  :- 
(a) A Teacher Training institution for all Pilani schools to train teachers in modern educational paradigms.

(b) To develop new teaching-learning strategies  

(c) A properly developed wi-fi campus with high speed internet.

(d) Four more residential quarters in the junior section.

(e) Air cooling of all class rooms.

(f) A waiting hall for parents with rest rooms and a tea/coffee lounge.

(g) A modern Canteen for boys and staff.
Pastoral Care of Boys. 

      A residential School is meaningless if proper care is not provided to its residents.  This would mean fulfilling their academic, physical and psychological needs.  During the last two years with the help of BET we have strengthened our Human Resource in this direction.  We now have Hostel Supdt. for all senior houses, two for Middle Section and Matrons in all junior houses, though I do need two more Matrons and one more Hostel Supdt. in Middle Section.  All houses now have one Housemaster, one Asst Housemaster, one Hostel Supdt/Matron and one House Attendant.  We are now providing adequate help to the boys in managing daily routine, in completing all academic related tasks and in supervising all these activities including care in messing and adequate health related care.  You will find most of my boys a happy lot though I know that we need to do a lot more.  
Membership.

     Our school is a member of  :- 

· The Indian Public Schools Conference (IPSC).

· National Progressive Schools Conference (NPSC).

· Round Square International.

· United School Organisation (USO).

· Organisation of unaided private schools of Rajasthan.

     Membership of these organizations enables our teachers and boys to get much needed exposure in all fields of activities.

Goals of BPS.
(a) To develop well rounded personalities.
(b) To ensure proper physical, mental and psychological well being of boys.
(c) To create environment leading to academic excellence.

(d) To produce powerful leaders and responsible citizens.

(e) To create conditions leading to quality campus life for all residents and boys.

(f) To instill in the boys a sense of aesthetics and appreciation.

     Apart from the stated goals quantified in terms of results, BPS since its inception has always had few goals which cannot really be quantified.  These are a strong binding with the Indian ethos and development of all round personalities in the true sense.  Even though in the present context where for all stakeholders marks are everything we in BPS refuse to blindly follow this line.  Educational goals are long term and investments in education are reflected in the final products which may take decades.  Ladies and gentlemen today there are two personalities in this country about whom you read in the newspapers quite often and who are standing upto some of the deeprooted evils of our society.  One is Mr. Vinod Rai our CAG and the other is our Chief Guest today.  This is what BPS stands for.  We aim to produce tough men who can stand up to all challenges and who can be standard bearers of truth, honesty and character.  This is our core value and we are extremely proud of Mr. Vinod Rai and General VK Singh for showing the right direction and for touching the human consciousness.  For the “Great are the Greatest when they stand Alone.”
Old Boys News
     Our  old boys are a valuable asset to the school.  Most of them are doing excellent work in their organizations and many occupy top positions in the hierarchy.  We are proud of them and we always request them to play a constructive role in the growth of the school since they can contribute a lot.  I would like to place on record their commitment to their almamater and deep sense of belongingness.   Our boys are always thrilled whenever their Bhaisahabs visit the school.  The Bhaisahabs generally plan their visits on days earmarked for Karhi and Rajma which happens to be the most favourite menu.  On old boys issue I regularly interact with Mr. Joginder Mann, President VINOBA  and we have decided to gradually build up resources to help our staff in the form of some financial gifts during marriages, medical emergencies etc.  In addition we give special gifts to staff based on their length of service on Annual Days.  We do hope to expand our activities but that will take some time.

Education – Present Scenario
The Right to Education Act has thrown up fresh challenges and we are gearing up to meet them.  You are all aware that the world is passing through critical times and upheavals of different kinds are threatening the very stability of our society.  In such a fragmented world it is a great challenge to present education as a cherished alternative to the children.  Human values, morals and ethics are all assuring different shades and the biggest casualty is the character and discipline.  We in the BPS are continuously engaged in evolving new strategies so that our children enjoy learning in a free environment and though we cannot totally insulate our children from outside influences we do make all efforts to enable them to judge for themselves the difference between righteous conduct and immoral practices.  
Conclusion.

     I am most grateful to BET for all valuable help and guidance.  My sincere thanks to other organizations like BITS, CEERI, Birla Museum, RSEB, CMO Birla Sarvajanik Hospital, CMO MS Singhi Eye Hospital, District Administration and the local Police.  Without their cooperation and assistance we could not have worked so smoothly.  I am grateful to my colleague Principals for their continued cooperation in joint activities.  My special thanks to members of the Press and the media.  I must thank the administrative staff for working hard and making sure that BPS looks better than ever before.  I would like to thank most gratefully our Chairman and members of the School Managing Committee for their continued support.  It is because of their interest in BPS affairs, which motivate us to achieve higher academic standards, and have continued to encourage the future development of the school and guide its destiny.

     Last but not the least, the unfailing devotion and diligence of the teachers and administrative staff has made this a rewarding year for the whole community.  Our teachers are fully dedicated to their task and do their best for the students.  They spent extra hours to prepare the boys for all activities so that they achieve their highest potential.  I express my gratitude to them.

I would specially like to compliment BPS boys who in recent times have shown good discipline and setting good standards.  Well Done Boys!

  I request my staff, students, old boys, parents, management and every one concerned with running the school to extend helping hand so that within the foreseeable future BPS becomes one of the top public schools of the country.  In the end I once again thank our honoured Chief Guest, Mrs. Bharti Singh and all of you ladies and gentlemen for accepting our invitation and obliging us with your gracious presence.  Before I leave the podium one important announcement with the approval of our trustee it has been decided to name this Hall as the VIJAY HALL to commemorate this historic visit of Gen VK Singh to our school.
